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Abstract: Purchasers of the 1983 Illinois Migratory Waterfowl Hunting Stamp
were sampled via mail-letter questionnaire (n = 927, 83.0% response) to
obtain information on waterfowl harvest, hunter activity, and attitudes
toward selected issues. A total of 56,162 stamps were sold in 1983. Res-
pondents were 93.0% Illinois residents and 7.0% non-residents; 90.3% of
them hunted waterfowl in Illinois in 1983. 9.0% of the Illinois residents
hunted waterfowl in another state or country; Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, and
Wisconsin were the states most frequently visited. During the September
teal season, an estimated 11,753 hunters expended 34,897 days afield and
harvested 34,499 teal. During the regular duck season, 44,590 hunters
devoted 575,851 days afield to harvest 474,105 ducks. This was 19.4%
greater than the duck harvest in 1981 and 23.3% greater than in 1982. The
1983 coot harvest was estimated at 12,307 birds. An estimated 22,477 goose
hunters spent 106,931 days afield; they harvested 31,393 Canada geese and
962 other geese. There were 18,162 Canada geese taken in the Southern
Illinois Goose Quota Zone, 6,279 taken at Rend Lake, and 6,952 taken in
the remainder of the state. Crippling losses totaled 85,667 ducks (18.1
per 100 harvested), 6,543 geese (20.3 per 100 harvested), and 2,607 coots
(21.1 per 100 harvested). Most hunters (74.1%) obtain information for the
waterfowl hunting regulations from Illinois Department of Conservation
pamphlets or posters. Conservation law enforcement officers checked water-
fowl hunters an estimated 25,566 times (0.50 per hunter or 0.04 per day
afield) during the waterfowl season in Illinois in 1983. Most respondents
(58.7%) favor a daily bag limit of 2 Canada geese and a relatively short
season in the Southern Illinois Quota Zone. Conversely, they favor (58.6%)
a I Canada goose bag limit and a relatively long season elsewhere in the
state except at Rend Lake. Respondents also prefer opening the goose season
in the Southern Illinois Quota Zone on a weekday (36.6%) rather than on a
weekend (24.8%). In the opinion of hunters, 7,584 illegal ducks were killed
during the September teal season in Illinois in 1983. Possible courses of
action for alleviating this illegal kill are discussed.
The purpose of this study was to collect information via mail-letter
questionnaire from a random sample of waterfowl hunters in Illinois following
the 1983 waterfowl season. Data were obtained for waterfowl harvest, hunter
W
activity, and attitudes of hunters toward selected hunting regulations and
other issues. The questionnaire used for the 1983 season (Fig. 1) was similar
to the ones employed in previous years (Anderson 1983 and 1984). The mailing
list was developed from a sample of purchasers of the 1983 Illinois Migratory
Waterfowl Hunting Stamp. In addition, to measure biases in reporting the
number of waterfowl harvested, the questionnaire was also mailed to duck
hunters and to goose hunters whose actual harvest on specific areas (Stump
Lake PHA and Union County PHA, respectively) was previously recorded at check
stations. The present report summarizes the results of these questionnaires.
Acknowledgment is made to D.D. Thornburg and J.A. Ellis for critically
reading a preliminary draft of this report.
METHODS AND MATERIALS
Methods used to mail the 1983 Illinois Waterfowl Hunting Questionnaire,
to process data from returned questionnaires, and to calculate numbers of
hunters, days afield, and waterfowl harvested, were the same as those employed
in previous years (Anderson 1983 and 1984). The questionnaire (Fig. 1) and
a letter of explanation (Fig. 2) were mailed to 1,117 purchasers (1,035
residents and 82 non-residents) of the 1983 Illinois Migratory Waterfowl
Hunting Stamp on 17 January 1984. Non-respondents were mailed 2nd and 3rd
copies of the questionnaire, and accompanying letters (Figs. 3 and 4), on
17 February and 21 March, respectively. A total of 927 usable questionnaires
was returned as of 24 May 1984, for a response rate of 83.0%. Estimates of
the number of hunters, days afield, and waterfowl harvested were based on a
sales of 56,162 of the 1983 Illinois Migratory Waterfowl Hunting Stamp.
The methods and dates used for mailing the questionnaire to duck hunters
who frequented the Stump Lake PHA and to goose hunters who visited the Union
County PHA were the same as those described above. Names and addresses of
these hunters were obtained from information recorded at the check station
(Stump Lake) or from daily goose hunting permits (Union County). Data analysis
was limited to question #13 for the duck hunters and to question #15 for the
goose hunters.
SEASON LENGTHS AND BAG LIMITS
The nationwide experiment with stabilized duck hunting regulations was
designed to extend from 1980 through 1984. Thus, the season length (50 days)
and daily bag limit (Point System, which allowed a maximum of 4 mallards)
remained essentially unchanged for the 1983 season (Fig. 5). The lone
exception involved the black duck, for which the point value was increased
from 70 to 100 points. For coots, the hunting season was concurrent with
the duck season and the bag limit was 15 birds per day. For Canada geese,
the length of the season was 40 days, and the daily bag limit was I bird in
most of the state. In the Southern Illinois Quota Zone (Fig. 6), the goose
season was 40 days or when 17,500 Canada geese were harvested, and the bag
limit was 2 Canada geese per day. As is customary, the September teal
season extended for 9 days (8-16 September) and the daily bag limit was 4
teal.
FINDINGS
Characteristics of Respondents
The 927 stamp purchasers submitting the 1983 Illinois Waterfowl Hunting
Questinnaire had a mean age of 36.9 years, and 93.0% of them were Illinois
residents (Table 1). Slightly more than 90% of the respondents hunted
waterfowl in Illinois during the 1983 season. Conversely, 9.0% of the
Illinois residents hunted waterfowl in another state or country. The states
most frequently visited were Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, and Wisconsin. About
1% of the resident hunters went to Canada in 1983. One hunter ventured to
Mexico and another claimed to have hunted waterfowl in South America.
Waterfowl Harvest and Hunter Activity
September Teal Season. An estimated 11,753 hunters (96.9% residents and
3.1% non-residents) expended 34,897 days afield during the September teal
season in Illinois in 1983 (Table 2). There were more teal hunters (3,150)
and more days were spent afield (9,209) in Administrative Region 3A (Fig. 6)
than in any other region.
The 1983 teal harvest was estimated at 34,499 birds (Table 2), which
is 2.0% greater than the estimated harvest in 1982 (Anderson 1984). More
teal (11,379) were taken in Administrative Region 3A than in any other region.
For the entire state, hunting success averaged 0.99 teal per day afield and
2.94 teal per hunter. Comparable values for 1982 were 0.91 and 2.57 teal,
respectively. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) estimated that 20,400
teal (93.3% blue-winged and 6.7% green-winged) were harvested in Illinois in
September 1983 (Carney et al. 1984).
Regular Duck Season. An estimated 44,590 individuals (94.8% residents
and 5.2% non-residents) hunted ducks during the regular duck season in Illinois
in 1983 (Table 3). These hunters expended 575,851 days afield and harvested
an estimated 474,105 ducks. This is 23.3% greater than the estimated duck
harvest in 1982 (Anderson 1984). There were more hunters (10,057), more
days spent afield (149,281), and more ducks harvested (140,335) in Administrative
Region 3A than in any other region. For the entire state, hunting success was
0.82 ducks per day afield and 10.63 ducks per hunter. Success in 1982 was
0.67 and 8.33, respectively (Anderson 1984).
The 474,105 ducks harvested in Illinois in 1983 included an estimated
258,922 mallards, 84,895 wood ducks, and 130,288 other ducks. In comparison,
the FWS estimated that 225,780 mallards, 77,438 wood ducks, 133,242 other
ducks, and 436,460 total ducks were harvested during the regular duck season
in Illinois in 1983 (Carney et al. 1984).
Coot Harvest. Waterfowl hunters harvested an estimated 12,307 coots in
Illinois in 1983 (Table 3). Almost one-half (5,488) of this harvest took
place in Administrative Region 3A. The FWS estimated that 11,273 coots were
taken in Illinois during the 1983 season (Carney et al. 1984).
Goose Hunting. An estimated 22,477 goose hunters (89.8% residents and
11.2% non-residents) expended 106,931 days afield in Illinois in 1983 (Table
4). The Southern Illinois Quota Zone, in Administrative Region 5, accounted
for 65.5% of the goose hunters and 50.8% of the days afield. Rend Lake, also
in Administrative Region 5, accounted for 19.7% of the hunters and 20.7% of
the days afield. Administrative Region 2 accommodated 7.8% of the goose
hunters and 9.1% of the days afield. The values for Administrative Region
IB were 7.0% and 8.4%, respectively.
The goose harvest was estimated at 32,357 birds in Illinois in 1983,
of which 31,395 were Canada geese and 962 were other species (Table 4).
According to FWS estimates, the harvest included 46,752 Canada geese,
1,352 other geese, and 48,104 total geese (Carney et al. 1984).
Jacques and Thornburg (1984) reported a harvest of 18,164 Canada geese
in the Southern Illinois Quota Zone in 1983. This represents 57.9% of the
state-wide harvest of Canada geese. Rend Lake was credited for taking 6,279
(20.0%) of the Canada geese. Of the 6,952 (22.1%) Canada geese harvested
in the remainder of the state, 2,083 were taken in Administrative Region IB,
1,538 were taken in Administrative Region 4, and 1,153 were taken in
Administrative Region 2. More than one-half (56.7%) of the Canada geese
harvested in the remainder of the state were taken coincidentally to duck
hunting (Table 4).
Goose hunters throughout the state had a success of 0.26 geese per
day afield and 1.23 geese for the entire season (Table 4). These success
rates do not include geese harvested coincidentally to duck hunting. In
the Southern Illinois Quota Zone, success was 0.33 geese per day afield and
1.22 geese for the entire season. Success at Rend Lake was 0.29 geese per
day afield and 1.43 geese for the entire season. In the remainder of the
state, success was 0.10 and 0.56 geese, respectively.
Crippling Losses. An estimated 85,667 ducks were hit but not retrieved
in Illinois during the 1983 hunting season (Table 5). This equates to 18.1
ducks lost per 100 ducks retrieved. Crippling losses of geese totaled 6,543
birds or 20.3 per 100 birds retrieved. For coots, the values were 2,605 and
21.1, respectively. The FWS estimated that crippling losses in the Mississippi
Flyway (14 states) during the 1983 season was 1,163,300 ducks (17.8 per 100
harvested), 81,300 geese (14.3 per 100 harvested), and 11,900 coots (30.4
per 100 harvested) (Carney et al. 1984).
Sources of Information for Hunters
About three-fourths (74.1%) of the respondents to the 1983 Illinois
Waterfowl Hunting Questionnaire indicated that they used Illinois Department
of Conservation (DOC) pamphlets or posters for determining the waterfowl
hunting regulations in Illinois (Table 6). Newspapers provided printed
information for 40.4% of the respondents. Lesser proportions of the
respondents utilized FWS pamphlets or posters (20.9%) and magazines (19.0%)
for information.
Law Enforcement
Respondents to the questionnaire indicated that conservation law enforce-
ment officers checked waterfowl hunters 2,847 times during the September teal
season, 17,872 times during the regular duck season, and 4,847 times while
goose hunting, in Illinois in 1983 (Table 7). Stated another way, I law
enforcement check was made, on the average, for every 4.2 September teal
hunters, 2.5 regular duck season hunters, and 4.5 goose hunters. However,
a word of caution is in order regarding these data because comments written
on the questionnaires revealed that some hunters considered routine activities
at check stations to be law enforcement checks. Thus, the data are inflated
to some extent.
Hunter Attitudes and Opinions
Illegal Kill During September Teal Season. Respondents who had hunted
teal in September expressed the opinion that, on the average, 22.0 illegal
ducks were killed for every 100 teal harvested during the September teal
season in Illinois (Table 8). About one-half (49.3%) of the respondents
believed that the illegal kill was between I and 10 birds per 100 teal
harvested and almost one-fourth (22.6%) felt it was between 11 and 25 birds
per 100 teal. The weighted average of 22.0 illegal ducks per 100 teal
harvested equates to a total of 7,584 mallards, wood ducks, and other ducks
killed illegally during the teal season in September 1983.
Goose Season and Bag Limit. For the Southern Illinois Quota Zone, a
majority (58.7%) of the respondents to the questionnaire favored a daily bag
limit of 2 Canada geese and a relatively short hunting season (Table 9). 25.0%
of the respondents voted for a 1-goose daily bag limit and a relatively long
season, and the remaining 16.3% expressed no opinion about the matter.
For Rend Lake, 39.1% of the respondents opted for a daily bag limit of
I Canada goose and a season length of 40 days. Almost an equal proportion
of the respondents (38.7%) voted for 2 Canada geese per day and a 20-day
season. The remaining 22.2% had no opinion about bag limits and season
lengths at Rend Lake.
For the remainder of the state, a majority (58.6%) of the respondents
voted for a daily bag limit of 1 Canada goose and a season length of 40
days. 30.8% of the respondents favored 2 geese and 20 days, and the
remaining 10.6% had no opinion.
Weekday or Weekend Opening in Goose Quota Zone. Respondents who
answered Question #18 preferred beginning the goose hunting season in the
Southern Illinois Quota Zone on a weekday (36.6%) rather than on a weekend
(24.8%). More than one-third (35.6%) of the respondents had no opinion one
way or the other.
Unsolicited Comments. There were 118 unsolicated comments that were
received with the questionnaires. Of these, 16.1% said the Canada goose
season should be later and/or longer, 15.3% preferred a later duck season,
8.5% argued to discontinue the September teal season, and 8.5% were critical
of management practices and/or the operations of public hunting areas. The
area most frequently mentioned was the Union County PHA. An additional 6.8%
of the comments were complimentary of the DOC and/or its employees, 5.9% felt
that law enforcement should be increased, 5.9% advised the DOC to provide
more information regarding the waterfowl hunting regulations, 4.2% believed
that a 2 geese daily bag limit in the Southern Illinois Quota Zone and 1
goose elsewhere was unfair, and 3.4% expressed the opinion that waterfowl
hunting was too expensive. The remaining 25.4% alluded to 22 miscellaneous
subjects.
9Harvest Reporting Biases
According to data recorded at the check station, there were 605
individual hunters who attempted to harvest ducks at the Stump Lake PHA
during the 1983 season. These hunters checked a total of 4,265 ducks
through the check station, for an average of 7.05 ducks per hunter for
the entire season. The 1983 Illinois Waterfowl Hunting Questionnaire was
sent to 553 of these hunters (those for which mailing addresses were
available), and 403 (72.9%) of them filled out and returned the questionnaire.
These 403 individual hunters checked 3,050 ducks (7.57 per hunter) through
the check station, but they reported on the questionnaire that they harvested
6,085 ducks (15..10 per hunter) at Stump Lake in 1983. Thus, on the average,
the number of ducks checked through the check station was 50.1% as great
as the number of ducks reported on the questionnaire.
There were 2,269 individual hunters who checked in at the Union County
PHA during the 1983 goose season. These hunters harvested a total of 1,074
Canada geese for an average of 0.47 geese per hunter. The 1983 Illinois
Waterfowl Hunting Questionnaire was mailed to 727 of these hunters (all of
the permit holders), and 644 (88.6%) responded. These 644 individual
hunters checked 501 geese (0.78 per hunter) through the check station, but
they reported on the questionnaire that they harvested 644 geese (1.00 per
hunter) on the Union County area during the entire season. Thus, the number
of geese these hunters checked through the check station was 77.8% as great
as the number of geese they reported on the questionnaire. Unfortunately,
these data may not accurately reflect the reporting bias for Canada geese
because the hunters sampled had a success rate (0.78 geese per hunter) that
was much higher than the success rate for all hunters who used the area in
1983 (0.47 geese per hunter). This discrepancy is attributed to the use of
permit holders (i.e., a nonrandom sample) for developing the mailing list.
Permit holders are given preferential treatment when assigning hunters to
blinds.
DISCUSSION
The regular duck season in Illinois in 1983 was highly successful in
terms of ducks harvested and hunting success. The total harvest was estimated
at 474,105 birds (Table 3), which is 19.4% greater than the harvest in 1981
and 23.3% greater than in 1982. In 1983, hunting success averaged 0.82
ducks per day afield and 10.63 ducks per hunter for the entire season.
Comparable values were 0.64 and 8.21 in 1981 and 0.67 and 8.33 in 1982
(Anderson 1983 and 1984). The success of the 1983 season is attributed
to a substantial increase in the number of ducks in the fall flight and
to excellent food and water conditions on most managed areas.
The estimated kill of 22.0 illegal ducks per 100 teal harvested during
the September teal season in Illinois (Table 8) should be viewed with
considerable concern and severely scrutinized by wildlife managers and
sportsmen alike. Most of the illegal ducks are wood ducks and mallards,
which are resident species that nest locally. Do the benefits of the
September teal season justify the loss of several thousand mallards, wood
ducks, and other illegal birds? To what extent are local populations of
nesting wood ducks and mallards damaged? How much is the regular duck season
diminished by the illegal kill during the September teal season? These issues
should be addressed in an objective and impartial manner, and with the long-
term welfare of the waterfowl resource and the sport of waterfowl hunting of
foremost concern.
Possible courses of action for dealing with the illegal kill of ducks
during the September teal season include (1) do nothing--i.e., continue
1with the same hunting regulations as in past years, (2) eliminate the
September season completely, (3) require hunters to pass a duck identification
test before they can participate in the September season, and (4) alter the
hunting regulations so as to make most of the illegal kill legal--i.e.,
allow a mallard, wood duck, or other duck as part of the daily bag limit
of teal. In addition to its questionable ethics, the latter has major
shortcomings because it will promote the harvest of "illegal" ducks and
will encourage more hunters to go afield in September. The net result
will be an increase in the kill of resident mallards, wood ducks, and other
ducks during the September teal season. Moreover, the negative effects on
locally nesting ducks and the regular duck season will not only go unchecked
but in fact will intensify. The addition of an "illegal" duck to the daily
bag limit during the September teal season is morally unacceptable and
biologically undefendable.
When confronted with restrictive regulations on Canada geese, respondents
to the questionnaire gave a strong mandate for maintaining a daily bag limit
of 2 geese and a relatively short season in the Southern Illinois Quota Zone
(Table 9). They also mandated the 1 Canada goose daily bag limit and a relatively
long season in the remainder of the state except at Rend Lake. For Rend Lake,
the respondents were about equally divided between 1 Canada goose coupled with
a long season and 2 geese coupled with a short season. Thus, the daily bag
limit should continue to be 2 geese per day in the Southern Illinois Quota Zone
and 1 goose per day elsewhere for as long as restrictive regulations are
necessary to properly manage the Canada goose population. At Rend Lake, the
question of I or 2 Canada geese in the daily bag is currently an open issue.
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Table 1. Characteristics of persons (purchasers of Illinois Migratory
Waterfowl Hunting Stamp) who filled out and returned the 1983 Illinois
Waterfowl Hunting Questionnaire.
Characteristic n Response
Mean age
Residence
Hunted waterfowl In Illinois
Hunted waterfowl in another state or country
Arkansas
Missouri
Iowa
Wisconsin
Kentucky
Indiana
Michigan
Minnesota
Additional states b
Canada
Others c
927
927
927
862 a
36.9 years
93.0% II llnols
90.3% yes
1 .4%
1.4
1.2
1.2
0.5
0.3
0.3
0.3
1.3
0.9
0.2
Total 9.0%
a Illinois residents.
b Alabama, California, Colorado, Louisiana, Maryland, Nebraska, South
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, and Wyoming.
c Mexico and South America.
Table 2. Teal harvest and hunter activity, by administrative regions, during the
September teal season In Illinois in 1983 (n = 927).
Hunters Days Afield Teal
AdmInistrative Per Per Day
Region a Number Percent b Number Hunter Number Afield Hunter
1A 1,212 3,272 2.70 3,309 1.01 2.73
1B 1,393 3,453 2.48 3,349 0.97 2.40
2 2,302 5,877 2.55 2,905 0.49 1.26
3A 3,150 9,209 2.92 11,379 1.24 3.61
3B 788 3,090 3.92 2,703 0.87 3.41
4 1,333 5,331 4.00 7,061 1.32 5.30
5 1,575 4,665 2.96 3,793 0.81 2.41
Unknown 0 .-. .-- ..
Entire State 11,753 c 20.9 34,897 2.97 34,499 d 0.99 2.94
a See Figure 6.
b Percent of stamp purchasers
c Includes 11,390 Illinois residents and 363 hunters from other states.
d The 95% confidence Interval Is ± 7,488.
Table 3. Duck and coot harvest and hunter activity, by administrative regions, during the
regular duck season In IIIInois In 1983 (n = 927).
Hunters Days Afield Ducks
Admini strative Per Per Day Per Number
Region a Number Percent b Number Hunter Number Afield Hunter of Coots
1A 4,968 66,643 13.41 51,688 0.78 10.40 888
1B 6,664 78,578 11.79 68,675 0.87 10.30 2,098
2 9,209 117,171 12.72 70,006 0.60 7.60 1,695
3A 10,057 149,281 14.84 140,335 0.94 13.95 5,488
3B 2,605 24,719 9.49 14,405 0.58 5.53 40
4 4,604 71,793 15.59 66,092 0.92 14.35 767
5 5,695 62,705 11.01 60,242 0.96 10.58 1,331
Unknown 788 4,967 6.30 2,662 0.54 3.38 0
Entire State 44,590 c 79.4 575,857 12.91 474,105 d,e 0.82 10.63 12,307 f
a
b
c
d
e
f
See Figure 6.
Percent of stamp purchasers.
Includes 42,288 Illinois residents and 2,302 hunters from other states.
The 95% confidence Interval Is ± 25,488.
Includes 258,922 mallards, 84,895 wood ducks, and 130,288 other ducks.
The 95% confidence Interval Is + 4,576.
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Table 5. Number of waterfowl that were crippled (knocked down but
not retrieved) In Illinois during the 1983 hunting season (n = 927).
Cripples Lost
Species Number Per 100 Birds Bagged
Ducks a 85,667 ± 11,513 b 18.1
Geese 6,543 ± 1,852 20.3
Coots 2,605 ± 1,457 21.2
a Regular duck season.
b 95% confidence Interval.
Table 6. Sources of printed Information that hunters utilize for determining the
waterfowl hunting regulations In Illinois.
*Responses to the question, "What was your source of printed Information
for the waterfowl hunting regulations In Illinois In 1983?" (n - 802)
DOC pamphlet or poster 74.1% a
FWS pamphlet or poster 20.9%
Newspaper article 40.4%
Magazine article 19.0%
Other b 6.1%
Unable to obtain printed Information 8.6%
a Percent of respondents.
b Includes private businesses, waterfowl hunting clubs, other hunters,
DOC or FWS employees, and DOC conservation law book.
Table 7. Levels of law enforcement activity relative to waterfowl hunting In
I IIlnols.
*Responses to the question, "How many times were you checked by a
conservation law enforcement officer In IIllnois during the 1983
waterfowl hunting season?" (n = 837).
During September teal season
During regular duck season
While goose hunting
Total s
Per Hunter
0.24 a
0.40 a
0.22 a
0.50 a,,b
Per Day Afield
0.084
0.031
0.045
0.040
Total
2,847
17,872
4,847
25,566
a Also the equivalent percentage of respondents--e.g., 0.24 = 24%.
b Per Individual waterfowl hunter, which totaled 50,714 In 1983.
Table 8. The illegal kill of ducks during the September teal season in Illinois
as determined from the opinions of waterfowl hunters.
*Responses to the question, "In your opinion, for every 100 teal
harvested during the September teal season In Illinois, how many
other ducks (wood ducks, mallards, etc.) are killed? (n = 288)
Illegal Ducks Killed
Per 100 teal Total in 1983
None 5 .9% a 0 0
1 to 10 49.3% 5.5 1,897
11 to 25 22.6% 18.0 6,210
26 to 50 12.2% 38.0 13,110
51 to 75 2.1% 63.0 21,734
76 to 100 1.7% 88.0 30,359
more than 100 6.2% 125.0 43,124
Weighted means 22.0 7,584
a Percent of respondents who hunted teal during the September teal
season In 1983 and/or in a previous year.
Table 9. Attitudes of resident waterfowl hunters toward season
lengths and daily bag limits for Canada geese In the Goose Quota Zone,
at Rend Lake, and In the remainder of the state.
*Responses to the question, "If restrictions on the harvest of
Canada geese must be continued during the 1984 season , which
of the following regulations would you prefer for Illinois?"
Goose Quota Zone (n = 664)
A daily bag limit of 1 Canada goose and
the season to continue until 17,500 geese
are harvested (probably 30 to 40 days) 25.0% a
A dally bag limit of 2 Canada geese and
the season to continue until 17,500 geese
are harvested (probably 20 to 30 days) 58.7%
No opinion 16.3%
Rend Lake (n = 649)
A daily bag limit of 1 Canada goose and
a season length of 40 days 39.1%
A dally bag limit of 2 Canada geese and
a season length of 20 days 38.7%
No opinion 22.2%
Remainder of State (n = 669)
A dally bag limit of 1 Canada goose and
a season length of 40 days 58.6%
A dally bag limit of 2 Canada geese and
a season length of 20 days 30.8%
No opinion 10.6%
a Percent of respondents.
Table 10. Attitudes of resident waterfowl hunters toward opening the goose
hunting season In the Goose Quota Zone on a weekday or on a weekend.
*Responses to the question, "Would you prefer that the goose
hunting season In the Goose Quota Zone begin on a weekday
or on a weekend?" (n = 709)
Prefer a weekday 36.6% a
Prefer a weekend 24.8%
No opinion 35.5%
a Percent of respondents.
1983 ILLINOIS WATERFOWL HUNTING QUESTIONNAIRE
INbTKUUTUINS
Please fill out the questionnaire on the
following pages for your waterfowl hunting
activities during the 1983 season.
If you did not hunt waterfowl in Illinois
in 1983, answer the first four questions
and return this form.
The questionnaire is divided into five
parts: General Information, September Teal
Season, Regular Duck Season, Goose Hunting,
and Other Topics.
Report only your kill. DO NOT report the
kill of others with whom you may have hunted.
Write in the number of days on which you
hunted ducks and the number of days on which
you hunted geese. Include your unsuccessful
days.
If you hunted both ducks and geese at the
same time, count the day toward your primary
target -- that is, primarily ducks or primarily
geese. DO NOT count the hunt as a day of duck
hunting and also as a day of goose hunting.
If you can't remember the exact figures, give
your best estimate.
When completed, insert questionnaire into the
self-addressed envelope and mail. Postage is
prepaid.
Your comments are welcome
but please send them in a
separate letter to receive
proper attention.
Thank you for your cooperation
POSTAGE IS PREPAID POSTAGE IS PREPAID
Figure 1. The 1983 Illinois Waterfowl Hunting Questionnaire.
Figure 1 - continued.
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1983 ILLINOIS WATERFOWL HUNTING QUESTIONNAIRE
(see instructions on first page) Numbers at right
are for official
use only
GENERAL INFORMATION
1. How old were you on your last birthday? years 8-9
2. Are you a resident of the State of Illinois? Yes No______ 10
3. Did you hunt waterfowl in Illinois during the 1983 season?
Yes____ No______ 11
4. If you hunted waterfowl in another state or country during the 1983-84
season, write in the name of each state and/or country in the spaces below. 12-13
a._________________ c. 14-15
b. d. 16-17
18-19
SEPTEMBER TEAL SEASON
5. How many different days did you hunt teal during the September teal
season in Illinois in 1983? . .................. . ____ 20
6. How many teal did you personally harvest during the September teal
season in Illinois in 1983? .................. ______ 21-22
7. Did you hunt teal during the September teal season in Illinois in 1982
or in any previous year? . . . . . . . . . . . .. .Yes______ No23
8. In your opinion, for every 100 teal harvested during the September teal
season in Illinois, how many other ducks (wood ducks, mallards, etc.)
are killed?
a. None . e. 51 to 75 . .
b. 1 to 10 f. 76 to 100.. ___ 24
c. 11 to 25 g. More than 100
d. 26 to 50 h. No opinion .
REGULAR DUCK SEASON
9. How many different days did you hunt ducks during the regular duck season
in Illinois in 1983?
a. Days in Northern Zone (see map) ......... .. _____ 25-26
b. Days in Central Zone .......... ....... .______ 27-28
c. Days in Southern Zone.................. . ______ 29-30
10. How many days did you hunt ducks with another hunter who was less than
16 or more than 64 years of age during the regular duck season in Illinois
in 1983?
a. Days with hunter less than 16 years of age ....... .. ______ 31-32
b. Days with hunter more than 64 years of age ....... .. ______ 33-34
11. In which county did you hunt ducks most during the regular duck season
in Illinois in 1983? ........ .Name of county ____________ __ 35-37
(continued on following page)
IL 422-0419 (11/83)
Figure 1. Continued - page 2.
12. List the number of ducks and coots you personally harvested during the
regular duck season in Illinois in 1983. DO NOT include teal killed during
the September teal season or birds killed in other states or countries.
38-40
41-43
44-46
47-49
13. Of the ducks listed above, how many did you harvest on the Stump Lake
Public Hunting Area . ... . . * * ..................... .. _
GOOSE HUNTING
14. List the number of days you hunted geese and the number of geese you
personally harvested in Illinois in 1983. NOTE: If the geese were killed
coincidental to duck hunting, leave the number of days blank.
Days Canada Geese Other Geese
a. In Goose Quota Zone (see map)
b. At or within 5 miles of Rend Lake
c. Other areas (write in name of each
county):(1)m
(2)
(3)
15. Of the Canada geese listed above, how many did you harvest on the
Union County Public Hunting Area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16. How many geese did you knock down in sight but neither you nor anyone
else could retrieve? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
17. If restrictions on the harvest of Canada geese must be continued during
the 1984 season, which of the following regulations would you prefer for
Illinois? (Check 1 answer for the Goose Quota Zone, I answer for Rend
Lake, and 1 answer for the Remainder of the State.)
Goose Quota Zone (see map)
a. A daily bag limit of 1 Canada goose and the season to continue
until 17,500 geese are harvested (probably 30 to 40 days) . . .
b. A daily bag limit of 2 Canada geese and the season to continue
until 17,500 geese are harvested (probably 20 to 30 days) . . ._
c. No opinion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Rend Lake (see map)
a. A daily bag limit of 1 Canada goose and a season length of 40 days
b. A daily bag limit of 2 Canada geese and a season length of 20 days
c. No opinion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..
Remainder of the State
a. A daily bag limit of 1 Canada goose and a season length of 40 days____
b. A daily bag limit of 2 Canada geese and a season length of 20 days
c. No opinion . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
(continued on following page)
Figure 1. Continued - page 3.
I personally killed I knocked down in sight
an. retrieved: but could not retrieve:
Mallards
Wood Ducks Ducks_
Other Ducks_
Coots Coots_
50-51
52-53
54-56
57-62
63-68
69-77
78-86
87-95
96-97
98-99
100
101
102
18. Would
begin
a.
b.
c.
you prefer that the goose hunting season in the Goose Quota Zone
on a weekday or on a weekend?
Prefer beginning on a weekday ........ ..... .. _____
Prefer beginning on a weekend .............. .. _____&
No opinion ....................... ._____.
OTHER TOPICS
19. What was your source of printed information for the waterfowl hunting
regulations in Illinois in 1983? (check as many answers as applicable)
a. Illinois Department of Conservation pamplet or poster . .
b. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service pamplet or poster ...... ____
c. Newspaper article ................ ..... _____.
d. Magazine article ..................... _____ _
e. Other (write in) ..................... _____ _
f. Was unable to obtain printed information ......... _____ _
20. How many times were you checked by a conservation law enforcement
officer in Illinois during the 1983 waterfowl hunting season?
a. Number of times during the September teal season ..... ____
b. Number of times during the regular duck season ...... _____
c. Number of times while goose hunting ........... .. ____
104-106
107-108
109-110
111-112
Thank you for your cooperation
POSTAGE IS PREPAID
The Dept. of Conservation is requesting this information as outlined under the Wildlife Code, Chapter 61.
Providing this information is voluntary. This form has been approved by the State Forms Management Center.
Printed by authority of the State of Illinois. 6M-12-83 The Dept. is an equal opportunity employer.
1983 ILLINOIS WATERFOWL HUNTING QUESTIONNAIRE
(see instructions on first page)
Figure 1. Continued - page 4.
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Illinois Department of Conservation
life and land together
LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA * 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET * SPRINGFIELD 62706
CHICAGO OFFICE - ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601
David Kenney, Director * James C. Helfrich. Assistant Director
Dear Fellow Sportsman:
You are one of a select group of Illinoisans asked to furnish information
on your waterfowl hunting activities during the past hunting season.
The information supplied by you and other selected hunters is vital to the
management of our waterfowl resources: (1) to safeguard waterfowl populations,
(2) to grant maximum waterfowl hunting opportunity to license holders, and (3)
to maintain an attractive level of hunter success.
The information you provide is used to better understand the welfare of the
various waterfowl populations. These statistics include distribution of
total harvests, number of hunters, and hunting success.
Your reply is very important, even if you did not hunt waterfowl or were
not successful. Only a limited number of waterfowl hunters can be contacted,
therefore, your response is urgently needed.
Please take a few minutes and fill out the parts of the questionnaire that
apply to you. If you do not remember exact figures, please give your best
estimate.
Drop the completed questionnaire in the mail. Postage is prepaid.
Yours for better waterfowling.
Sincerely,
Mike Conl in, Chief
Fish and Wildlife Resources Division
Enclosure
Figure 2. The letter that accompanied the first mailing of the questionnaire.
Illinois Department of Conservation
life and land together
LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA * 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET * SPRINGFIELD 62706
CHICAGO OFFICE - ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601
David Kenney, Director * James C. Helfrich, Assistant Director
Dear Fellow Sportsman:
Recently we mailed you a Waterfowl Hunting Questionnaire, and requested
that you fill out and return it as soon as possible. We have not received
your form at this time -- perhaps because you have misplaced the questionnaire
or haven't found time to complete it and return it to us.
We are enclosing another questionnaire which we hope you will complete and
return to us. If you have already returned a questionnaire, please destroy
this one. The information supplied by you and other waterfowl hunters
being sampled will be of great value to the Conservation Department in
better directing the management of Illinois' waterfowl resources.
Please fill out the questionnaire completely and return it even if you
did not hunt waterfowl, or were not successful.
Postage is prepaid for returning the completed questionnaire. Your prompt
attention will be sincerely appreciated.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Mike Conlin, Chief
Fish and Wildlife Resources Division
Enclosure
Figure 3. The letter that accompanied the second mailing (First Follow-up)
of the questionnaire.
Illinois Department of Conservation
life and land together
LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA * 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET * SPRINGFIELD 62706
CHICAGO OFFICE - ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601
David Kenney. Director * James C. Helfrich, Assistant Director
Dear Fellow Sportsman:
This letter is to remind you that we still would like to receive
your waterfowl hunting activities for the past season. We don't
bothering you, but this information is very important which only
Another copy of the questionnaire is enclosed. We hope you will
and return it as soon as possible. If you have already returned
please destroy this one. Your response is needed -- even though
hunt waterfowl or had an unsuccessful season.
a report of
like to keep
you can supply.
complete it
a questionnaire,
you did not
Postage is prepaid for returning the questionnaire. Just fill it out and
drop in the mail. Please help us complete this survey by sending your
questionnaire in now. Your prompt attention will be greatly appreciated.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Mike Conlin, Chief
Fish and Wildlife Resources Division
Enclosure
Figure 4. The letter that accompanied the third mailing (second follow-up)
of the questionnaire.
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